
 

ART CONNECTION 
Summer 2019 • Jan Dempsey Community Arts Center  

This summer, the J an Demp-
sey Community Arts Center 
(JDCAC) was filled with crea-
tivity and imagination as chil-
dren of all ages, participated in 
dance, special interest, theatre 
and visual arts camps. These 
camps created an opportunity 
for children to engage in educa-
tional activities while having a 
great time!  

Art Camps, created by Chichi 
Lovett, retired AU art professor, 
and coordinated by Cindy 
Davino and Sara Hand Custer, 

focused on a variety of age appropriate classes taught by area artists, art educators and 
guest artists. Art camps continue to grow and thrive each year with the help of our amaz-
ing instructors and assistants. Visual Arts Workshops for Children and Art for Young 
Children provided students with engaging art education activities that exposed them to 
different mediums and techniques while learning about artists, art forms and diverse cul-
tures, past and present. A special thank you goes to the Auburn Arts Association for their 
continued support of Auburn’s community arts programs.  

Auburn Area Community Theatre (AACT) had an active summer, striving to make chil-
dren’s theatre essential to our arts community. Musical Theatre Camps and the Summer 
Intensive Acting Camps were once again a huge success and taught children the elements 
of stage movement, voice, dance and much more. New this year was Summer “Play” 
where young actors were able to go through the whole process of producing a play. 
AACT brings dynamic theatre opportunities throughout the school year so make sure to 
visit auburnact.org for opportunities to audition for their fall and spring children’s produc-
tions. 

Joy’s Music and Singing Summer Camps taught music appreciation and brought singing 
skills to the next level while having fun was once again a success after its third year. Tiny 
Dancer Workshops, hosted by Auburn Danceworks, encouraged children to express them-
selves creatively while learning and practicing ballet, dance, theatre and art techniques. 
Superhero Training Camp and Science Camp provided superhero identities and ingenuity 
through science experiments. Chess Camps, hosted by the Knight School Chess Academy, 
was widely popular and included daily puzzler’s tactics and lessons for children of all ag-
es. Robotics Camp focused of the STEAM curriculum and taught students how to build 
and keep their very own robotic Skittles sorter while learning principles of mechanical, 
electrical and software engineering. 

The Jan Dempsey Community Arts Center would like to thank Cindy Davino and Sara 
Hand Custer; our instructors and volunteers; the Auburn Arts Association; Melanie 
Brown, Musical Theatre and Summer Intensive Acting Camp Director; Auburn Area 
Community Theatre; Joy Xu, Music and Singing Camp Director; Cindy and Kelly 
Davino, Tiny Dancer Workshop Directors; Summer Williams, Superhero Training and 
Science Camps Director; Davis Talley, Chess Camp Director; Nathan Loden and Randall 
Stoves, Robotics Camp Directors; and, all participating instructors and volunteers. These 
camps would not have been possible without their hard work. 

Interested in participating in future camps as an instructor, volunteer or participant? Con-
tact the JDCAC at 334.501.2963. Planning for summer 2020 camps will begin in January 
2020. Come join the excitement in Auburn's art community today and make a difference 
for the younger generation’s future! 
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Exhibition Schedule: 
 

 

Arts & Crafts Invitational 2019 

Thru Aug. 30 

A variety of new and recent 

works by area and regional   

artists. 

 

The September Show 

 September 9 - October 11 

An eclectic collection of works 

based on the question: 

“Is it Art?” 

 

21st Annual Juried Art  

Exhibition 

 Oct. 16 - Nov. 26 

A competitive exhibition open 

to area artists and crafts        

persons. 

 

 

Another  Successfu l  Summer of  Camps!  



 

Instructor  Spotlight 

D a y   I n  C l a y 

The Dean Road Ceramics Studio hosted the 10th annual Day in Clay open house on Saturday, June 22 
from 1 – 4 p.m. at their studio, located inside the Dean Road Recreation Center.  

Day in Clay encourages the entire family to participate in this one-day open house. Participants had the 
opportunity to visit the fully equipped studio, peruse a student ceramic exhibition, find information about 
the upcoming Empty Bowls Project, enjoy complimentary beverages and snacks as well as watch sculp-
ture and throwing demonstrations by studio members.  

This year, you can come learn more about the benefits of a studio membership and discover a variety of 
ceramics classes and programs offered each quarter! Contact the Dean Road Ceramics Studio at 
334.501.2930 for more information. 

This quarter’s instructor spotlight goes to Davis Talley with The Knight School! 

Davis is a student at Auburn University studying to become a mechanical engineer. 

He is a licensed instructor with The Knight School, an after school chess program 

for kids founded by Dr. David Brooks. He has been playing chess for seven years, 

and even created the chess club at his own high school. Talley states, “Chess re-

minded me that I was capable of difficult things at a time when I really needed the 

reminder, and inspired me to go to college and get a good degree, among other 

things.”  

Chess teaches and develops critical thinking, social skills and long term planning, but people forget this 

game is also fun! Davis and The Knight School are striving to change that. Their classes involve movies, 

games, tournaments, fun Mardi Gras beads and colorful bracelets that signify mastery of different tactics. 

Their mission is to make chess fun! When the kids leave the classes or camps, they will have gained an 

interest in something that will continue to develop many cognitive skills as they continue to play and get 

older.  

During the school year, you will find Davis teaching a class entitled “The Varsity” at the Arts Center eve-

ry Thursday night from 5 - 7 p.m. Children ages 5 - 12 are encouraged to attend, and their first class is 

free! For more information about The Knight School, you can visit www.theknightschool.com or contact 

Davis via davis@theknightschool.com 

 

 

http://www.theknightschool.com


UPCOMING AACT PRODUCTIONS 

AACT’s Summer Shorts Showcase 
Summer Shorts Showcase is an evening of scenes and one 

act plays selected by our cadre of directors to showcase 

local actors in a variety of genres from comedic, to dra-

matic, to the absurdist. Selections will include classics, as 

well as thought provoking contemporary works you may 

not be familiar with. The unconventional staging will 

make this a unique theatrical experience! One of these one

-acts may be selected to represent AACT at the Alabama 

Conference of Theater play festival in November 2019.  

Performances: 8/15 - 8/17 at 7 p.m. 

                          Matinee: 8/18 at 2 p.m. 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Jr. 
Take a fantastic musical adventure with an out of this 

world car that flies through the air and sails the seas. 

Based on the record breaking West-End production 

and the beloved film, and featuring an unforgettable 

score by the Sherman Brothers, Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang, Jr. is one blockbuster that audiences will find 

“Truly Scruptious.” 

Auditions: 8/12 & 8/13 from 3 - 6 p.m.  

Performances:  

10/3 - 10/5, 10/7 & 10/10 - 10/11 at 6:30 p.m. 

Matinee: 10/5 & 10/12 at 4 p.m. 

                               

The Little Prince  
The Little Prince may have returned to his own tiny planet to 

tend his Rose and look after his sheep, but for a short enchant-

ed time he returns to us and comes alive on stage. This imagi-

native, multi-media adaptation of the classic novel will feature 

a flexible cast of 5 - 7 performers, race/age/gender neutral. For 

the Role of the Little Prince, we will consider any actor/actress 

10 - 22 who can convincingly play a young boy (parents of 

younger children, please note: the role requires a great deal of 

memorization, about half of the lines in a 60-page script.) For 

auditions, be dressed for movement and be prepared to read from the script and play improv games. 

Auditions: 9/9 & 9/10 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. with callbacks on 9/12 

Performances: 11/7 - 11/9 & 11/14 - 11/15 at 7 p.m. 

Matinee: 11/10 & 11/17 at 2 p.m. 

 

Tickets and more info. available at AuburnAct.org 
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Auburn, Ala. 36830  
 
Mailing Address: 
425 Perry Street 
Auburn, Ala.  36830 
Phone: (334) 501-2963 
Fax: (334) 501-2964 
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If you’ve never painted before or your skills are a little rusty, this two-day workshop is for you. 
Join professional artist Judie Hooks and learn to paint or improve your painting with confidence 
by acquiring a grounding in the basics. Materials, methods and color mixing will be discussed 

as you work from an array of simple still life arrangements.  
September 6 & 7 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Location: Jan Dempsey Community Arts Center 
Instructor: Judie Hooks  
Phone: 334.322.1615 

 Email: jleehooks@aol.com 

Fine brush painting is a traditional Chinese wa-
tercolor technique that uses a water-resistant 

rice paper to create highly detailed and delicate 
images. The process involves applying many 

layers of transparent paint to achieve a rich and 
full image with vibrant color. Students taking 
this class will learn straggles of image compo-
sition, painting and mark making, color mixing 
and layering. This class is open to students of 

all levels from beginner to advanced. Materials 
included in the class fee: Chinese watercolor 
brushes, assorted tubes of Chinese watercolor 
paint, several sheets of prepared rice paper and 

a paint palette.  
Thursdays from 6 - 7:30 p.m.  

Sept.5 - Oct.3  
Instructor: Lijun Chao 

Email: lijunc.126@gmail.com 

New Featured Classes! 

Learn to paint like masters Da Vinci,       
Rembrandt and Vermeer with centuries-old 

oil painting techniques used for any painting, 
from landscapes to portraits. 

Tuesdays from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Portraits Session: Sept. 3 - Oct. 8: $160 

Landscape Session: Oct.15 - Nov. 12: $160 
Instructor: Elaine Western 

Phone: 832.704.8133 
Email: doriswestern@gmail.com 

Basic Painting Fundamentals Workshop 

Oil Painting Class 
Chinese Fine Brush  

Painting 


